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MESSAGE OUTLINE 
 
 
Occasion   : Morning Service 
Venue   : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date   : April 1, 2018 
 
TITLE   : WHEN THE RISEN CHRIST CAME TO THEIR MIDST 
Text/s   :  
 
John 20:19-31 
19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you. 
20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord. 
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained. 
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe. 
26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed. 
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name. 
KJV_ 
 
 
Bible Reading : 
     
Eph 1:15-23 
15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:1-11 
15 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; 
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2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep. 
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. 
KJV 
     
1 Cor 15:12-22 
12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 
13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 
14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: 
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
KJV 
     
1 Cor 15:34-58 
34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. 
35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 
36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 
37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other grain: 
38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. 
39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of 
fishes, and another of birds. 
40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory 
of the terrestrial is another. 
41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star 
differeth from another star in glory. 
42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 
43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 
44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body. 
45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. 
46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is 
spiritual. 
47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly. 
49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption. 
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51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
KJV_ 
 
 
Song/s   : Resurrection songs 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 It is easy for the other things of life to become pre-eminent even to the very best of Christians.  We are 
not free from looking at the world and deviating from what should be our focus – Jesus Christ.  Even the very 
closest and the very faithful, the very strong and very able are subject to this deviation.  What we need is a 
constant reminder and exhortation to keep on putting Christ as the pre-eminent figure in our lives, our minds 
and our hearts.  We should always have an examination of ourselves, lest unaware, we have began to focus 
on other things of life: education, wealth, business, friends, pleasure, relations, toys, etc., and have made 
them first priority in our lives. 
 
 The early church had the same experience.  Christ was not with them.  Their door was shut.  When 
Christ is not present, we often keep our doors shut.  We become afraid.  We become guilty.  A few days 
before, two of the disciples became ambitious of being able to sit on the right and on the left of the Lord.  
Upon hearing this, the other ten were displeased (Mark 10:35-41).  
     
Mark 10:35-41 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest 
do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 
36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 
37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, 
in thy glory. 
38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 
39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink 
of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared. 
41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 
KJV 
 
They also were just fresh from the betrayal made by Judas.  Peter was so down, he went back to fishing.  
Thomas was so discouraged, he began to absent himself from the services.  The Jewish authorities were all 
out against them.  Christ was not with them. 
 
 

A) He brought them the power and victory of the Resurrection 
 
Eph 1:19-23 
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power, 
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places, 
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21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
KJV 

 
1) There is no victory greater than the resurrection 

There is no power which the resurrection cannot overcome. 
     
John 10:18 
18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
KJV 
     
Phil 3:10 
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death; 
KJV 
     
1 Cor 15:21-23 
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming. 
KJV 

 
 

2) There is no healing greater than the resurrection 
There is no grave situation which the resurrection cannot overcome. 
     
Rom 6:4-14 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 
him. 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God. 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
KJV_ 
 
 

3) There is no rising greater than the resurrection 
There is no defeat which the resurrection cannot hold up. 
     
Rom 8:10-11 
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
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KJV 
     
 
 
B) He brought them the Assurance in the Resurrection 

 
The absence of  the reality and assurance of the resurrection brings misery.  The 
Disciples were practically miserable during those days.  1 Cor 15:19, “If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 
     
1 Cor 15:19-23 
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 
KJV 
 
1) Without the resurrection, 

a) Preaching would be in vain (1 Cor. 15:14a) 
b) Faith would be in vain (1 Cor. 15:14b) 
c) We are found false witnesses of God (1 Cor. 15:15) 
d) We are yet in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17) 
e) They which are dead in Christ have perished (1 Cor. 15:18). 
     
1 Cor 15:13-18 
13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 
14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised 
up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
KJV 
 
But when Christ came, He changed everything.  He brought hope.  They were “made alive” 
Both by hope and by their joy (1 Cor. 15:22).  They had the hope that Christ will indeed 
Be victorious and will put all his enemies under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25). 
When Christ was not in Bethany when Lazarus died, Mary became desperate. 
 
John 11:23-27 
23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: 
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 
27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should 
come into the world. 
KJV 
 
His promise in John 14 involves: 

- A better home 
- A better hope 
- A better health 
- A better heart 

 
When Christ becomes pre-eminent, he changes everything. 

 
 
2) With the resurrection comes the assurance of all other promises made 
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1 Thess 4:14-18 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. 
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 
KJV 

 
 
C) He brought them the comfort from and fellowship of His suffering 

     
Phil 3:8-14 
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death; 
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
     
1 Peter 4:1-2 
4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 
2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God. 
KJV 
     
Heb 4:15-16 
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 
KJV 
 
He showed His hands, feet and side.  He made them aware of His sufferings. 
 
1) That He suffered these things for them.   
2) That he suffered greater than any of us can suffer 
3) That it is glorious and worthy to suffer for Him 

The Lord told concerning Paul, “I will shew him how great things he must suffer 
For my name’s sake.”  To this, Paul answered, (Gal 6:14) “But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
 

 When Christ becomes pre-eminent, he changes everything. 
 
 
D) He brought them their purpose as an Ekklesia 
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Many were discouraged.  Some were backslidden.  When He is not pre-eminent, we lose our purpose 
easily.  But when we see the Lord and realize His promises, we gain our composure and we get back to 
our tracks.  We begin to have our purpose. Our lives begin to be in order. 
When Christ becomes pre-eminent, he changes everything. 
 
     
1 Peter 1:3-8 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
KJV 

 
 
E) He brought them their equipping 
 

You need to work faith in your every endeavour, you need the Spirit.  You need courage 
And strength to work in you, you need the Spirit.  His breath is what we need.  We 
Need a spiritual refreshing. 
After He breathed on them, they went out and said, We have seen the Lord (v.25). 
We have all reasons to go out and win, and build when Christ is pre-eminent. 
 
     
Eph 4:8-17 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
1 
KJV 
 
When Christ becomes pre-eminent, He changes everything. 

 
 


